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Teend in erime: john Ayvazian, owner of The Mufler Slap in Chatsworth
ters are up hegaise of the rise in the

price of precins metals, Ayvas
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Calif,, says thafts of catalytic covers
1= under an SUN At its convertsr

Anti-smog devices stolen
for their valuable metals

Thieves snatch
converters from
parked vehicles

B% William M. Welch
SATODAY

1.05 ANGELES — Police officers
are seeing an explosive Increase it
the tiheft of garalitic converters, e
antismon deviees on motor et
cles Haat contain valuable motals,

"We've ﬁuf feports from agents
all pver the country, really from
Mairie ta San Diegs,” says Frank
Seaflell, o former FEI agent with the
Nationnl Instiratice Crime Rurea i
Dex Mlataes, I, “It seeths we-ame
seping 1o with more feequency in
pacent months,”

Catalytls converters are required
on most SUVs, teucks and aumomo-
biles. Seall ampunts of platimm,
palladim and thedium are weed in
athin coating on composite matet!-
als jrigide the convertes, When hot
cxhanst gases pass through froem
the cogitie, the metdls cotvert
farmful grses — catbon monoxidz,
ritrotet oxidas and unburted by-
drocarbons — inte safer ones,

Thieves unbolt of cut the metal
devices fram the exhaust systems
of parked vehicles and sell them to
acrap metal recyclers.

e devices can bring as much a5
$100-$150 at scrap yards, Viethms
can face bills of $1,000 or more to
rcplacr.' the converters.

These guys can 0o 10 cars in

ot dlay, and that's & pretty good,

prafit,” says Jol Ayvaxian, ownet
of The MurrIeJr Shojs i the San Fer-
nando Valley, "It erazy”

Ayvazlan says he bas heard from
dozens of victims, “Many were un-
mware they'ta 4 victlm of celme and

uzaling why their vehicle sudgen-

sounds so loud,* he says. 1F the

evice {5 missing, a e or truck's
exhaust spills dirdetly ot of the en-
gine manifkl through the open
pipe where the converter was once
attached under the webicle, ahead
of the mulTer.

The rash of catalrﬂc converter
thefts mitrors an epldetiie of cop-
per thefts, Thicves have targeted
Utilitles, construction sites, [rms,
chirches amd even homecwhers
whase alr conditioning units have
enpper cails, A survey fast year by
the' L5, Depactment of Energy

Coveted by thieves: John Ayva-
zian cuts some Pipe NEXE to A te-
placerncnt catalytlc convriter,

tigs nearly &1 bilion over A one-
year gcrlod. .

In Southern Califormia, thicte lae
beet 2 spate of reports and arrests
invnlving comierter thefts sitiee Jate
Inst year. In sulburhan Drange Coug-
ty south of Los Atigeles, at feast 5AR
catalytie tonverter thefls were re-
ported n 2007, many of them it
Decernber, sherifs spelesman fim
Amnrming says, Irvine, a cily con-
sistently ranked with one. of the
Inwest critre tates in the nation,
had 50 cotnlytic cotiverter thofts
Jast: year, Police Lt, Rick Handfigld

says, Seven were teported in the

weel after Chiistmas.

Detective Joff Godown, whe
heats the Los Angeles. Pollce De-
partment's crime-teacking dnit,
says the erime hag gene from "ze-
to” 4 yenr ago ta & nigjor prablem
l?ulil:e agencies are trying to et a
handle on. )

“Mt's snch A large problem, and
widespread, that we're trying to
caorfie tip with sorne fedeas how we
can addisss this,” Amabieim potice
5gt, Rlch Martinez says,

John Abnunader, execitive di-
Teckor of the faterpational Assoclz-
tion of Auto Thelt Tnvestigators in
New York, says there are no reliahle
stat] ties on the crime, but [t 13 a
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"Wa'te having them all aver the
coumiry” he savs, “The problem
fies ity tserupulous salvage yards.".

The price of an punce of platinum
was $1,562 on London's benche
marle market Jan. 11, That is up
$100 from a month earller and
more than $400 over the prict 4
joar aﬁﬂ The price of thodiuin ex=
ceeded $7,000; i eacly 2004, it
wirs selling for meve than $500.

"-Ty]]:!ca y, W sr8 an upsurge In
mata] theff when the prices of an-
derlying commodities are goihg
up,” say= Rryan MeGasnon, spoles-

mat for the Institute of Scrap Recy-

tling tadustrles.

He says only a faw recyclots in
the pation are cquipped to open
the devices st wse heat to extract
the metals, 5o converters typically
change hands sevetal ties. He
says Hie erganization hag fssued

alntts and guidelines to eecycling

companies to detect gnoils that
might be stolen, ‘

The devices don't have serial
rmbers atd ance stolen are virtu-
ally impozsitle to wack or distins
gulsh from legitimately ohtained
SCI:FI]), Hes says.

tleves seem to vt fo trowle
finding buyers, /A acd has heen run-
ning on the Los Angeles-area
Craigslist website $his menth of-
foring “up to 100 cash™ fut Tactor
catalyrlc converters from specific
iraparl biands,

"olice sy thieves often target
Toytta sV anet trocles: Hatiedfield
says Toynta ARunmers have hecn
most I'rc:&uentlv hit in trvipe. The
hig vehicles have bigher sround
clearance and afford éasiet accoss
to the exhatist system), he says.

Richard Ramos, who repaits ex-
hausts at Danew's Muffler Shop in
south Los Anpeles, says he sees vies
tims several titses-a week, mostly
with trmports, Owners with auto in-
suratice covering theft aften st
facn decuetibles that requirs Yem
th Fay 2506 or more of the cost of
fixing thelr extiausts. :

Handficldl says a tightening ccon-
oy may be spuering the splle In
metal thefs, He smys Trvine palice
recchitly atrested a man stealing
tetals from construction sites, He
was 4 mothgage hanker using his
Turry Lenus tey hafl tha Inaf,
Hatellield says.

“For all criftie, it's ppportinity vs,
riste, value vs, 1lsk," he says. “In this
rage, becmse (catalytic converters)
are relatively easy to ok, the
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